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Excerpts from the Minutes of the 

210TH MEETING OF THE 

TOWN OF MILFORD 

February 4th 2003 – DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

March 11th 2003 Election Session 

Total Registered Voters:  8373 

Number of voters at the Deliberative Session:  184 

Total Votes Cast:   2536 
The Deliberative Session of the Annual Town Meeting opened at 6.30 o’clock in the evening in the Milford 
Middle School Gymnasium in said Milford. 

The Moderator, Stephen Martin, opened the Meeting by reading of the Warrant, and advised that the 
inhabitants qualified to vote were called upon to act upon the Warrant in accordance with Senate Bill #2, 
more precisely known as New Hampshire RSA 40:13, officially known as the “Official Ballot Referendum 
Form of Meeting”.  This was the seventh Town meeting under this law. 

The inhabitants were called upon to transact all business other than voting, and were advised by the 
Moderator that on March 11 2003, the Second Session, voting by official ballot, would take place with the 
polls opening at 6a.m. and closing at 8p.m., to be held at the Milford Middle School Gymnasium, to act 
upon all matters of the Warrant as well as officers and other matters to be voted upon. 

Election Officers present:  Supervisors of the Checklist:  Butch Harding; Betty Mace, appointed for this 
Town Meeting by the Moderator; Town Clerk, Margaret Langell. 

The Moderator called to order the 210th Town Meeting at the Milford Middle School Gymnasium at 
6.30p.m.  Present for the Meeting were:  Board of Selectmen:  Richard D’Amato, Chairman, Jack Ruonala, 
Vice Chairman, Nancy Amato, Noreen O’Connell and Cynthia Herman;  Town Clerk/Tax Collector, 
Margaret Langell; Town Administrator, Katherine Chambers; Director of Public Works, William Ruoff;  
Superintendent of the Wastewater Treatment Plant, Tom Neforas;  Fire Chief, Richard Pauley;  Planning 
Director, William Parker;  Finance Director, Rosemary Evans;  Assessor, Greg Heyn;  Police Chief, Fred 
Douglas;  Building Inspector, Kevin Lynch;  Library Director, Arthur Bryan;  Director of Welfare, Maria 
Brown;  Ambulance Director, Eric Schelberg;  Town Counsel, William R. Drescher;  Budget Committee:  
Kevin Anderson, Chairman, Deanna Carter, Ryan Hansen, Terry Nostrand, Therese Oriani-Muller, Terry 
Parker, Joe Stella and Charles Sweeney. 

The Minutes were prepared by Lorraine Carson. 

Audio Visual assistance was provided by Mark Starin, Director of the Milford High School Audio Visual 
Department, who was assisted by Brandon Alperin and Beth Porter. 

The invocation was delivered by Pastor Tom Getchell-Lacey, pastor of the United Methodist Church.  The 
assembly was lead in the Pledge of Allegiance by Boy Scouts, Troop #4, Pack #4. 

ARTICLE 1 – ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

The results of the voting for Town Officers and School Officers is as follows: 

TOWN OFFICERS:  Trustee of Trust Funds for 3 
years: 

 

Selectmen for 3 years:  Marie L. Tule 1910* 
Gary L. Daniels 1335* Library Trustee for 3 years:  
Len Mannino 1253* Tim Barr 1704* 
Stephen Takacs 729 Sandra Hardy 1849* 
Kevin Taylor 1028 Kelly Richey 1749* 
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Cemetery Trustee for 3 
years: 

 Checklist Supervisor for 1 
year: 

 

Rosario “Sarooch” Ricciardi 2104* Herb “Butch” Harding 1867* 
Fireward for 3 years:  SCHOOL OFFICERS:  
William McKinney 1243* School Board for 3 years:  
John W. Raymond 882 Peter Bragdon 1313* 
  Jack Danhof 954 

*Deemed appointed by the Moderator. 

ARTICLE 2 – BALLOT VOTE – ZONING CHANGES 

To vote on Planning Board proposed zoning changes and amendments. 

BALLOT VOTE NO. 1 

1.  Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #1 as proposed by the Milford Planning Board 
for the Town of Milford Zoning Ordinance as follows: 

AMENDMENT #1: Amend ARTICLE III – ZONING MAP – ZONING DISTRICT CHANGES, Section 3.010 
DISTRICTS to change the zoning of the following parcels of land located on Emerson Road and Federal 
Hill Road as follows: 

From “ICI” – Integrated Commercial-Industrial to “C” – Commercial: Map 48, Lots 35, 35-1, 35-2, 37, 38 and 
39; from Residence “R” to “C” – Commercial: Map 48, Lots 36, 36-1, and that portion of Lot 52 lying 
westerly of a line beginning at a point on the southerly right-of-way line of Emerson Road, said point being 
223.67 feet westerly of the northeasterly corner of Lot 52; said line extending in a southeasterly direction to 
a point on the southerly boundary line of Lot 52 lying 234.52 feet southwest of the southeast property 
corner of said lot; and from Residence “A” to “C” – Commercial: Map 48, Lot 42, and that portion of  Map 
48, Lot 41 lying northerly of a line extended from the southeasterly corner of Map 48, Lot 44 to the 
southwesterly corner of Map 48, Lot 52. 

The voting on this amendment is as follows: 

YES:   1541       NO: 887         PASSED 

BALLOT VOTE NO. 2 

1. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #2 as proposed by the Milford   

      Planning Board for the Town of Milford Zoning Ordinance as follows: 

AMENDMENT #2: Amend Article V, Section 5.050 COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, Section 5.052 Acceptable 
Uses and Yard Requirements by Special Exception by adding: 

D. Manufacturing in accordance with Section 10.025.  

The voting on this amendment is as follows: 

YES:    1786            NO:    644         PASSED 

BALLOT VOTE NO. 3 

2. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #3 as proposed by the Milford Planning Board for 
the Town of Milford Zoning Ordinance as follows: 

AMENDMENT #3: Amending Article V: ZONING DISTRICTS AND REGULATIONS, SECTIONS 5.061 (“I” – 
Industrial District – Acceptable Uses) and 5.081 (“ICI” – Integrated Commercial-Industrial District – 
Acceptable Uses) by revising “Light Manufacturing” to “Manufacturing”.  

The voting on this amendment is as follows: 

YES:    1828              NO:    593           PASSED 

BALLOT VOTE # 4 

3. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #4 as proposed by the Milford   

      Planning Board for the Town of Milford Zoning Ordinance as follows: 
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AMENDMENT #4: Replacing in its entirety ARTICLE VI, OVERLAY DISTRICTS, Section 6.010 Aquifer 
Protection District with the new: Section 6.010 Groundwater Protection District:  

6.010 GroundWater Protection DISTRICT (2003) 

6.011 General 

A. PURPOSE 

In the interest of public health, safety, and general welfare, the purpose of this ordinance is to 
preserve, maintain, and protect from contamination existing and potential groundwater supply areas. 

This is to be accomplished by regulating land uses that could contribute pollutants to existing and/or 
planned public and/or private wells and/or ground water resources identified as being needed for 
present and/or future public water supply. 

B. DEFINITIONS 

Groundwater: subsurface water that occurs beneath the water table in soils and geologic formations. 
[RSA 485-C, Groundwater Protection Act] 

Impervious: (with respect to stormwater infiltration) not readily permitting the infiltration of water. 

Impervious surface: (with respect to containment of regulated substances) a surface through which 
regulated substances cannot pass when spilled. Impervious surfaces include concrete unless 
unsealed cracks or holes are present.  Asphalt, earthen, wooden, or gravel surfaces; or other surfaces 
which could react with or dissolve when in contact with the substances stored on them are not 
considered impervious surfaces. [Env-Ws 421.03(c)] 

Junkyard: An establishment or place of business which is maintained, operated, or used for storing, 
keeping, buying or selling junk, or for the maintenance or operation of an automotive recycling yard, 
and includes garbage dumps and sanitary fills.  Also includes any business and any place of storage 
or deposit, whether in connection with another business or not, which has stored or deposited two (2) 
or more unregistered motor vehicles which are no longer intended or in condition for legal use on the 
public highways, or used parts of motor vehicles or old iron, metal, glass, paper, cordage, or other 
waste or discarded or second-hand material which has been a part, or intended to be a part, of any 
motor vehicle, the sum of which parts or material shall be equal in bulk to two (2) or more motor 
vehicles.  Junkyard shall also include any place of business or storage or deposit of motor vehicles 
purchased or acquired for the purpose of dismantling the vehicles for parts or for use of the metal for 
scrap.  Also, includes any yard or field used as a place of storage in which there is displayed to the 
public view, junk machinery or scrap metal that occupies an area of 500 square feet.  The word does 
not include any motor vehicle dealers registered with the department of motor vehicles under RSA 
261:104 and  in compliance with RSA 236:126. 

Outdoor storage: storage of materials where they are not protected from the elements by a roof, walls, 
and a floor with an impervious surface. 

Public water system: a system for the provision to the public of piped water for human consumption, if 
such system has at least 15 service connections or regularly serves an average of at least 25 
individuals daily at least 60 days out of the year. [RSA 485:1-a, XV] 

Regulated substance: petroleum, petroleum products, and substances listed under 40 CFR 302, 7-1-
90 edition or as amended, excluding the following substances: (1) ammonia, (2) sodium hypochlorite, 
(3) sodium hydroxide, (4) acetic acid, (5) sulfuric acid, (6) potassium hydroxide, (7) potassium 
permanganate, and (8) propane and other liquefied fuels which exist as gases at normal atmospheric 
temperature and pressure.  [1-7 are used in the treatment of water supplies and are not considered to 
pose a significant risk to groundwater] 

Sanitary protective radius: The area around a well which must be maintained in its natural state as 
required by Env-Ws 378 or 379 (for community water systems) and Env-Ws 372.13 (for other public 
water systems). 
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Secondary containment: a structure such as a berm or a dike with an impervious surface that is 
adequate to hold at least 110 percent of the volume of the largest regulated substance container that 
will be stored. [Env-Ws 421.03(g)] 

Snow dump:  a location where snow which is cleared from roadways and/or motor vehicle parking 
areas is placed for disposal.  

Stratified-drift aquifer: A geologic formation of predominantly well-sorted sediment deposited by or in 
bodies of glacial meltwater including gravel, sand, silt, or clay, which contains sufficient saturated 
permeable material to yield significant quantities of water to wells. [RSA 485-C:2, XIV] 

Surface water: streams, lakes and ponds, including marshes, water courses and other bodies of water, 
natural or artificial. [RSA 485-A:2 XIV] 

Temporary Storage: means storage for less than six months. 

Wellhead protection area: The surface and subsurface area surrounding a water well or well-field 
supplying a community water system, through which contaminants are reasonably likely to move 
toward and reach such water well or well-field.  [RSA 485-C:2, XVIII] 

C. LOCATION 

The Groundwater Protection District includes all land areas designated as Level I and/or Level II 
Protection Areas on the map entitled “Groundwater Protection District – Milford, NH”, dated October 24, 
2002 or as amended.  A copy of the map is located in the offices of the Town of Milford Planning 
Department. 

The Groundwater Protection District is an overlay district which is superimposed over the existing 
underlying zoning. 

D. APPLICABILITY 

This Ordinance applies to all uses in the Groundwater Protection District, except for those uses exempt 
under 6.013.E of this Ordinance. 

6.012 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

The following Performance Standards apply to all uses in the Groundwater Protection District unless 
exempt under 6.013.E 

A. For any use that will render impervious more than 15 percent or more than 2,500 square feet of any lot, 
whichever is greater, a stormwater management plan shall be prepared which the planning board 
determines is consistent with Town of Milford  Regulations; 

B. Stormwater management plans prepared pursuant to paragraph A shall demonstrate that stormwater 
recharged to groundwater will not result in violation of Ambient Groundwater Quality Standards (Env-
Wm 1403.05) at the property boundary; 

C. All stormwater discharges to surface waters must be in compliance with EPA Phase II regulations; 
D. Post development stormwater discharges must be no greater than predevelopment stormwater 

discharges; 
E. Animal manures, fertilizers, and compost must be stored in accordance with Manual of Best 

Management Practices for Agriculture in New Hampshire, NH Department of Agriculture, Markets, and 
Food, August 1998, and any subsequent revisions; 

F. All regulated substances stored in containers with a capacity of 5 gallons or more must be stored in 
product-tight containers on an impervious surface designed and maintained to prevent flow to exposed 
soils, floor drains, and outside drains; 

G. Facilities where regulated substances are stored must be secured against unauthorized entry by means 
of (a) door(s) and/or gate(s) which is (are) locked when authorized personnel are not present; 

H. Outdoor storage areas for regulated substances must be protected from exposure to precipitation and 
must be located at least 100 feet from surface water or storm drains, at least 75 feet from private wells, 
and outside the sanitary protective radius of wells used by public water systems; 

I. Secondary containment must be provided for outdoor storage of regulated substances if an aggregate 
of 330 gallons or more of regulated substances are stored outdoors on any particular property; 
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J. Containers in which regulated substances are stored must be clearly and visibly labeled and must be 
kept closed and sealed when material is not being transferred from one container to another. 

6.013 USES 

A. PERMITTED USES 

All uses permitted by Milford Zoning Ordinance in the underlying district or allowed by special 
exception in the underlying district are permitted in the Groundwater Protection District unless they are 
Prohibited Uses, 6.013B or Uses Requiring a Permit, 6.013C.  All uses must comply with 6.012 
Performance Standards unless specifically exempt under section 6.013E. 

B. PROHIBITED USES 

The following uses are prohibited in the Groundwater Protection District Level I Protection Area: 

1. The siting or operation of a hazardous waste disposal facility as defined under RSA 147-A; 
2. The siting or operation of a solid waste landfill; 
3. The outdoor storage of road salt or other deicing chemicals in bulk; 
4. The siting or operation of a junkyard; 
5. The siting or operation of a snow dump; 
6. The siting or operation of a wastewater or septage lagoon; 
7. Storage of liquid petroleum products, except the following: 

a. that product necessary for the private business use occupying the lot, subject to all applicable State 
and Federal requirements.  The aggregate tank capacity on each lot shall not exceed 5,000 
gallons.  No wholesale or retail sale of petroleum products. 

b. normal household use and heating of a structure; 
c. waste oil retention facilities required by statute, rule, or regulation; 
d. emergency generators required by statute, rule, or regulation; 
e. treatment works approved by NHDES for treatment of ground or surface waters; 
Provided that such storage, listed in items a. through e . above, is in free-standing containers within 
buildings or above ground with secondary containment adequate to contain a spill 110 percent the size 
of the aggregate capacity of the stored containers. 

C.  USES REQUIRING A PERMIT IN LEVEL I AND/OR LEVEL II 

1. The Code Administrator may grant a Permit for a use which is otherwise permitted within the underlying 
district, if the permitted use is or is involved in the storage, handling and/or use of (a) regulated 
substances (substance) in quantities exceeding 5 gallons or 40 pounds dry weight at any one time.  
Prior to issuing a permit, a containment plan shall be provided or in place to prevent, contain, and/or 
minimize releases from a spill which may cause large releases of regulated substances. 

2. Planning Board approval is required for any use that will render impervious more than 15 percent or 
2,500 square feet of any lot, whichever is greater. 

a. Prior to the granting of such approval, the Code Administrator must first determine that the 
proposed use is not a prohibited use. 

b. The Planning Board shall determine that the use will be in compliance with all the Performance 
Standards as well as all applicable local, state and federal requirements.   The Planning Board 
may, at its discretion, require a performance guarantee or bond, in an amount and with surety 
conditions satisfactory to the Board, to be posted to ensure completion of construction of any 
facilities required for compliance with the Performance Standards. 

D. EXISTING NONCONFORMING USES 

Existing nonconforming uses may continue without expanding or changing to another nonconforming use, 
but must be in compliance with all applicable state and federal requirements, including NH Code of 
Administrative Rules Env-Ws 421, Best Management Practices. 
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E. EXEMPTIONS 

The following uses are exempt from the specified provisions of this ordinance as long as they are in 
compliance with all applicable local, state, and federal requirements: 

1. All private residences are exempt from the provisions of this ordinance provided no portion of the 
residence is part of a home business that violates the standards or conditions set forth in sections 6.012 
and 6.013 of this ordinance; 

2. Any business or facility where regulated substances are not stored in containers with a capacity of 5 
gallons or more is exempt from Performance Standards G through J; 

3. Storage of heating fuels for on-site use or fuels for emergency electric generation, provided that storage 
tanks are indoors on an impervious concrete floor or have corrosion control, leak detection, and 
secondary containment in place, is exempt from Performance Standard G; 

4. Storage of motor fuel in tanks attached to vehicles and fitted with permanent fuel lines to enable the fuel 
to be used by that vehicle is exempt from Performance Standards G through J; 

5. Storage and use of office supplies is exempt from Performance Standards G through J; 
6. Temporary storage of construction materials on a site where they are to be used is exempt from 

Performance Standards G through J; 
7. The sale, transportation, and use of pesticides as defined in RSA 430:29 XXVI. are exempt from all 

provisions of this ordinance; 
8. Household hazardous waste collection projects regulated under NH Code of Administrative Rules Env-

Wm 401.03(b)(1) and 501.01(b) are exempt from Performance Standards G through J. 

6.014 ADMINISTRATIVE 

A. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STATE AND LOCAL REQUIREMENTS 

    Where both the State and the municipality have existing requirements the more stringent shall govern. 

B. MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION 

1. For uses requiring planning board approval for any reason, a narrative description of maintenance 
requirements for structures required to comply with 6.012 Performance Standards, shall be 
recorded so as to run with the land on which such structures are located, at the Town of Milford 
Planning Department.  All maintenance required is the responsibility of the owner and as such shall 
be maintained by the owner. The description so prepared shall comply with the requirements of 
RSA 478:4-a. 

2. Inspections may be required to verify compliance with 6.012 Performance Standards. Such 
inspections shall be performed by the Code Administrator at reasonable times with prior notice to 
the landowner. 

3. All properties within the Groundwater Protection District known to the Code Administrator as using 
or storing regulated substances in containers with a capacity of 5 gallons or more, except for 
facilities where all regulated substances storage is exempt from this Ordinance under section 
6.013E, shall be subject to inspections under this section. 

4. The Board of Selectmen may require a fee for compliance inspections. The fee shall be paid by the 
property owner.  A fee schedule shall be established by the Board of Selectmen as provided for in 
RSA 41:9-a. 

5. Underground storage tank systems and above-ground storage tank systems that are in compliance 
with applicable state rules are exempt from inspections under 6.014.B of this ordinance. 

C. ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES AND PENALTIES 

Any violation of the requirements of this ordinance shall be subject to the enforcement procedures 
and penalties in RSA 676. 

D. SAVING CLAUSE 

If any provision of this ordinance is found to be unenforceable, such provision shall be considered 
separable and shall not be construed to invalidate the remainder of the ordinance. 

The voting on this amendment is as follows: 
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YES:    1991            NO:    431             PASSED 

 BALLOT VOTE # 5 

4. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #5, as proposed by the Milford  

      Planning Board for the Town of Milford Zoning Ordinance as follows: 

AMENDMENT #5: Replacing in its entirety ARTICLE VI, OVERLAY DISTRICTS, Section 6.020 Wetland 
Conservation District with the following revised Section 6.020 Wetland Conservation District: 

6.020 WETLAND CONSERVATION DISTRICT (Amended 2003) 

6.021 GENERAL 

The Wetland Conservation District shall be considered as overlaying any other district established by this 
ordinance.  Any use permitted in the portions of the district so overlaid shall only be permitted subject to all 
provisions of this section. 

Except for the permitted uses as listed in 6.025 of this section, there shall be no impact of wetlands or 
surface waters, unless all federal, state and local permits are in place. 

All impacts to wetlands shall be regulated in accordance with NH Code of Administrative Rules, Wt. 100-
800 and require the receipt of the appropriate permit from the State of New Hampshire Department of 
Environmental Services Wetlands Bureau.  The state process requires a review by the Milford Conservation 
Commission. 

The Milford Conservation Commission, established under RSA 36-A, has statutory standing              before 
the Department of Environmental Services under RSA 482-A:11, III and provides a            local source of 
assistance to both the department and the applicants for Dredge & Fill            Permits. 

A special exception approved by the Milford Zoning Board of Adjustment shall be required                     for 
any use within the wetland except for those listed in 6.025. Note that state and/or federal permits may be 
required for uses not requiring a special exception under this ordinance.  

6.022 PURPOSE 

By the authority granted in New Hampshire RSA 674:16-17 and 674:20-21, the purpose of the Wetlands 
Conservation District is to protect the values and functions of wetlands, surface waters and their associated 
buffer zones.  It is further intended, but shall not be limited to: 

Protect the public health, safety, general welfare and property; 

Reduce sedimentation of wetlands and surface waters; 

Aid in the control of non-point pollution; 

Provide a vegetative cover in the case of the buffer zones for filtration of runoff and the prevention of 
erosion; 

Protect fish spawning grounds, aquatic life, and bird and other wildlife habitats; 

Conserve natural beauty and open spaces; 

Preserve ponds, rivers and streams in their natural state, 

Protect persons and property from flood damage by preserving the natural flood storage areas, 

Control the development of structures and land uses which contribute to the pollution of surface and 
groundwater by sewerage, hazardous substances or siltation; 

Protect aquifers, which serve as existing or potential water supplies as well as the aquifer recharge system; 

Prevent unnecessary or excessive expenses to the Town to provide and maintain essential services and 
utilities which arise because of the inharmonious use of wetlands; 

6.023  LOCATION of the Wetland Conservation District 

The areas within the town of Milford to which this section applies are as follows:  
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A.Streams This includes both perennial and intermittent streams wherever fresh water flows for sufficient 
time to develop and maintain a defined channel. The area of the stream shall lie within the banks as defined 
by the ordinary high water mark established by the fluctuations of water and indicated by physical 
characteristics such as a clear natural line impressed on the immediate bank, or shelving, or changes in the 
character of the soil, destruction of terrestrial vegetation, the presence of litter and debris, or other 
appropriate means that consider the characteristics of the surrounding areas.  

B.Ponds The pond area shall be the extent of water at the full pond as determined by the top of the 
impoundment structure in artificial ponds or by the natural high water mark in natural ponds.  

C.Wetlands A wetland area shall be delineated based on hydrophytic vegetation, hydric soils and wetland 
hydrology in accordance with techniques outlined in the Corps of Engineers wetlands Delineation Manual, 
Technical Report Y-87-1 (January 1987).  

  Buffers The buffer area shall be measured from the edge of any stream, pond, or wetland in a horizontal 
plane. The buffer is the area adjacent to a wetland and/or open water which should be kept free of uses that 
may introduce or facilitate pollution, sedimentation or other harmful effects to the wetland. The buffer shall 
include the area within twenty-five (25) feet from any wetland, stream, or pond area. For the water bodies 
named in 6.023 E, the buffer shall be fifty (50) feet from the edge of any stream, pond, or wetland in a 
horizontal plane. 

  Surface waters with 50 foot buffer area.  

These water bodies are marked on a copy of the 7.5 minute USGS Milford Quadrangle Photo revised 1985 
map located in the Planning  Department. A copy of said map with the water bodies marked on it shall also 
be in the Conservation Commission Office.  

The following water bodies together with any adjacent very poorly drained wetlands are protected by a fifty 
(50) foot buffer.   

1. Birch Brook: from its commencement at the wetland lying between Whitten Road and 
Chappell Drive to its junction with Great Brook, 

2. Compressor Brook: from its commencement as follows: 

Compressor Brook, East Branch: from its entry into Milford at the Milford/Brookline Town Line in the 
southeast portion of Milford to its junction with Compressor Brook south of Melendy Road and east of 
Ruonala Road, 

Compressor Brook, West Branch: from its beginning at a wetland on the west side of Ball Hill Road to its 
junction with Compressor Brook, East Branch, as described in a. above, 

Compressor Brook: from the junction of the East Branch and the West Branch south of Melendy Road and 
east of Ruonala Road to its junction with Great Brook, 

3. Great Brook: from its commencement at Mile Slip Road, approximately one 
thousand five hundred (1,500) feet south of Mason Rd. to Railroad Pond, and from 
Railroad Pond to the Souhegan River, including its passage through said pond, 

4. Hartshorn Brook: from the Mont Vernon/Milford Town line, through Hartshorn Pond 
to its junction with the Souhegan River, 

5. Mitchell Brook: from its entrance into Milford at the Milford/Mason Town line to its 
junction with Spaulding Brook, 

6. Ox Brook: from its beginning in a wetland west of Melendy Road to its junction with 
Compressor Brook, 

7. Purgatory Brook: from its entrance into Milford at the Milford/Lyndeborough Town 
line, to its junction with the Souhegan River, 

8. Spaulding Brook: from its entrance into Milford at the Milford/Mason Town line to 
its exit from Milford at the Milford/Brookline Town line, 

9. Tucker Brook: from its entrance into Milford in the vicinity of the granite bound on 
the Milford/Wilton Town line, to its junction with the Souhegan River, 

10. Compressor Pond, 
11. Hartshorn Pond, 
12. Railroad Pond, 
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13. Osgood Pond, 
14. Souhegan River. 
15. Surface waters with One hundred (100) foot buffer: 
16. Peatlands: Due to their rarity and fragility, these unique wetlands shall be 

protected by a 100 foot buffer. 
17. Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act 

Osgood Pond and the Souhegan River shall also be subject to the Comprehensive Shoreland 
Protection Act, New Hampshire RSA 483-b as may be amended from time to time. The 
Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act addresses activities within two hundred and fifty (250) 
feet of great ponds and fourth order streams.  The Souhegan River is a fourth order stream. 

6.024 DEFINITIONS 

A. Bank/Edge of Wet: the transitional slope immediately adjacent to the edge of a surface water body, 
the upper limit of which is usually defined by a break in slope, or, for a wetland, where a line 
delineated in accordance with Wetland Bureau Code of Administrative Rules Chapter Wt 301.01 
indicates a change from wetland to upland. 

B. Buffer:  an upland area adjacent to a wetland and/or surface water which serves to filter surface water 
flowing into the wetland. 

C. Bog: a wetland distinguished by stunted evergreen trees and shrubs, peat deposits, poor drainage, 
and/or highly acidic soils and/or water conditions. 

D. Great Pond: Any natural water body having an area of 10 acres or more. 
E. Fen: unique wetlands characterized by saturated organic soils (well-decomposed peat) fed by neutral 

to somewhat alkaline groundwater.  
F. Marsh: a wetland that is distinguished by the absence of trees and shrubs, which is dominated by 

soft-stemmed herbaceous plants such as grasses, reeds, and sedges; and where the water table is 
at or above the surface throughout the year, but can fluctuate seasonally. 

G. Peatlands: wetlands with thick organic soil, often with a characteristic floating mat of mosses, sedges, 
shrubs, and/or trees in very acidic conditions, includes bogs and fens. 

H. Stream, Intermittent: a place where water flows for sufficient duration and/or in sufficient quantity to 
maintain a channel.  

I. Stream, Perennial: any channel, natural or man made, which has water present for 12 months of a 
normal year but which may dry up during a period in which the rainfall is less than 60 per cent of 
average for more than three consecutive months. 

J. Surface water: perennial and intermittent streams, lakes, ponds, marshes, watercourses, and other 
bodies of water, natural or artificial. 

K. Very poorly drained: water is removed from the soil so slowly that free water remains at or on the 
surface during most of the growing season.  

L. Wetland: an area that is inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and 
duration sufficient to support and that under normal conditions does support, a prevalence of 
vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. 

 

6.025 A SPECIAL EXCEPTION IS NOT REQUIRED FOR:  

Wetlands: Any of the following uses that do not alter the surface configuration by the addition of fill, removal 
of soil, or obstruct in any manner the natural flow of ground or surface water, or disturb in any manner the 
ground itself to any depth and that are otherwise permitted by the Zoning Ordinance. 

1. Projects that fall under the Wetland Bureau’s Minimum Impact Expedited Permit 
Application.  These projects, however, must be reviewed by the Conservation 
Commission prior to approval by the Wetlands Bureau. 

2. Repair or reconstruction of an existing legal structure that meets the following 
conditions: 
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Where the size, location and configuration remain the same 
There shall be no work on any portion of the structure located in wetlands and/or surface waters. 
The work shall not require the utilization of tracked or wheeled equipment in the water or wetland; 
The structure has not been abandoned. Failure to maintain an existing structure in a state so that it is 

functional, and intact, for a period of five (5) years shall be prima facie evidence of abandonment or 
non-use. 

3. Mowing or cutting of vegetation in a wet meadow, red maple swamp, hemlock 
swamp, spruce/fir swamp, or white pine swamp, provided that the roots of the 
vegetation are not disturbed, and that the ground is frozen or sufficiently dry to 
avoid making ruts and that the area is stabilized once thawed and that the project 
is not located in prime wetlands. 

4. Hand raking of leaves or other organic debris from the shoreline or lake bed 
provided that: 

At the time raking is done, the area is exposed by draw down, or 

Raking does not disturb vegetative roots and is limited to less than nine-hundred (900) square feet of area.  

5. Removal of a beaver dam by hand or machine provided: 

Machinery does not enter the water or create any impact by filling or dredging to adjacent surface waters, 
wetlands, or their banks; 

All dredged materials are placed out of wetlands and out of the defined buffer area, and 

Removal of the dam is done in a gradual manner that does not allow a sudden release of impounded water 
to cause erosion or siltation. 

6. Addition of native vegetation to enhance wetlands, but not the removal of wetlands 
vegetation except as provided in 6.025-A:3. 

7. Drilling of test wells by a public agency for purposes of exploring for public water 
supplies or hazardous materials. 

8. Other activities as noted in NH Wetlands Bureau Code of Administrative Rules Wt. 
303.05. 

Buffer Zones: Any of the following uses that do not alter the surface configuration by the addition of fill, 
removal of soil, or obstruct in any manner the natural flow of ground or surface water, or disturb in any 
manner the ground itself to any depth and that are otherwise permitted by the Zoning Ordinance. 

All projects as described in the Wetland Bureau’s Minimum Impact Expedited Permit Application 

1. Buildings and structures not to exceed one hundred twenty (120) square feet and 
without sanitary plumbing and raised above-ground on concrete or similar blocks 
placed on the ground surface in such a manner as to permit the natural flow of any 
surface water, 

2. Decks raised above the ground so as to permit the natural flow of any surface 
waters, 

3. Potable water supply wells and their associated water lines and associated power 
lines, provided there are adequate erosion control measures in place during work 
and repair of any disturbance, 

4. Monitoring wells for observation purposes, provided there are adequate erosion 
control measures in place during work and there is repair of any disturbance, 

5. Forestry and tree farming in accordance with good silvicultural practices, 
6. Agriculture, including growing and harvesting of crops. 

 

6.026 A SPECIAL EXCEPTION IS REQUIRED FOR: 

A. Wetland:   Any project that requires a NH Wetlands Bureau Standard Dredge & Fill Permit and is 
not in the right-of-way of a public road, shall require a Special Exception from the Milford Zoning Board of 
Adjustment. 

 
            A Standard Dredge & Fill Permit is required if the proposed work includes any one or more of the   
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            following: 

1. Temporary or permanent construction in a bog, marsh, or Atlantic white cedar 
swamp. 

2. Dredge or fill for the purpose of creating a buildable lot. This does not include 
driveway crossings. 

3. Fill to obtain adequate setback under NH DES subsurface systems bureau rules. 
4. Impact of 50 or more linear feet, measured along the shoreline, of a lake or pond 

or its bank.  
5. Alteration of the course of or disturbance of 50 or more linear feet, measured along 

the thread of the channel, of an intermittent stream channel or its banks or 
construction during periods when the stream is flowing.  

6. Combined temporary and permanent impacts of more than 3,000 square feet in a 
swamp or wet meadow. 

7. Relates to other work done on the property within the last 12 months which, when 
taken in aggregate, would exceed minimum impact criteria.  

8. Any work within a wetland on the property that has already begun or was 
previously completed without a permit. 

9. Dredge or fill in a great pond. 
10. Work in a perennial stream. 

 
B.   Buffer: a Special Exception is required for: 

Any project not listed in 6.025 that involves the  impact of more than three thousand (3000) square feet of 
buffer, and is not in the right-of-way of a public road, shall require a Special Exception from the Milford 
Zoning Board of Adjustment. 

B. The Board of Adjustment, in acting on an application for a special exception in the Wetlands 
Conservation District, shall take into consideration the conditions as noted in 10.021. 

C. The Board of Adjustment may grant a Special Exception for such projects after the application for 
the Special Exception has been reviewed and reported upon by the Milford Conservation 
Commission and forwarded to the Board of Adjustment within forty (40) days of a public meeting 
at which the Conservation Commission first received detailed plans  on the project. 

D. The Planning Board may also be required to submit a report to the Board of Adjustment, if 
requested by the Board of Adjustment. The Planning Board shall submit its report within the 
above specified forty (40) day period. 

6.027 CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

A.For all projects requiring a Special Exception the applicant shall demonstrate by plan or example that the 
following factors have been considered in their design: 

1. The need for the proposed project; 

2. The plan proposed is the alternative with the least impact to the wetlands, surface 
waters and/or their associated buffers; 

3. The impact on plants, fish and wildlife; 

4. The impact on the quantity and/or quality of surface and ground water; 

5. The potential to cause or increase flooding, erosion, or sedimentation; 

6. The cumulative impact that would result if all parties owning or abutting a portion 
of the affected wetland, wetland complex and/or buffer area were also permitted 
alterations to the wetland and buffer proportional to the extent of their property 
rights; 

7. The impact of the proposed project on the values and functions of the total 
wetland or wetland complex. 
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The Town of Milford shall place emphasis in preserving peatlands  and marshes. This priority shall be 
based upon the rarity of those environments and the difficulty in restoration of the value and function of 
those environments. 

The voting on this amendment is as follows: 

YES:    1929             NO:   494               PASSED 

BALLOT VOTE #6  

5. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #6, as proposed by the Milford Planning Board for 
the Town of Milford Zoning Ordinance as follows: 

AMENDMENT #6: Amending Article X: Administrative Relief, Section 10.020 Special Exceptions, by adding 
the following:  

10.025   MANUFACTURING IN THE “C” - COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

A. In all cases involving manufacturing in the “C” – Commercial District, the following   

      shall be minimum performance standards for approval by the Zoning Board of   

     Adjustment: 

1. The specific site of the proposed manufacturing use will be located in an existing 
building that is an appropriate location for the proposed use; 

2. The use as proposed will not adversely affect the adjacent areas; 
3. There will be no nuisance from noise, odor, hours of operation, traffic, deliveries and 

lighting;  
4. There will be no outside storage; 
5. The use shall require site plan approval by the Planning Board, subsequent to Zoning 

Board approval. 
The voting on this amendment is as follows: 

YES:    1735                   NO:     635           PASSED 

BALLOT VOTE NO. 7 

6. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #7 as proposed by the Milford Planning Board for 
the Town of Milford Zoning Ordinance as follows: 

AMENDMENT #7: Replacing in its entirety ARTICLE XI,  IMPACT FEES with the following revised  
ARTICLE XI, IMPACT FEES: 

ARTICLE XI  IMPACT FEES (2003) 

11.010  GENERAL 

11.011  AUTHORITY   

This ordinance is established pursuant to The State of New Hampshire RSA 674:21 (V).  All references in 
this ordinance will refer to State of New Hampshire RSAs. 

11.012  INTENT  

This ordinance is intended to: 

Implement and be consistent with the Town of Milford's Master Plan; and  

Allocate a fair and equitable share of the cost of public capital facilities (including school construction) to 
new development (exclusive of existing impact fee regulations that relate to sewer and water facilities 
enacted pursuant to RSA 38 and RSA 149-I, currently in place); and 

Require that new development contribute its proportionate share of funds necessary to accommodate its 
impact on public facilities; and 

Apply to all forms of development identified in RSA 674:21 (V), other than the sewer and water facilities 
identified above. 
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11.013  FINDINGS 

The Town of Milford is responsible for and committed to the provision of public facilities and services at 
levels necessary to support residential and non-residential growth and development. 

Such facilities and services have been and will be provided by the Town utilizing funds allocated via the 
Capital Improvements Program as regularly updated pursuant to RSA 674:5. 

The rate of growth experienced by the Town in recent years and projected growth rates, have and will 
continue to necessitate an expenditure of public funds in order to provide adequate facility standards. 

New development may create a need for the construction, equipping or expanding of public capital facilities. 

The imposition of impact fees is one of the available methods of ensuring that public expenditures are not 
excessive, and that new development bears a proportionate share of the cost of public capital facilities 
necessary to accommodate such development.  This must be done in order to promote and ensure the 
public health, safety and welfare. 

The fees established by the Impact Fee Schedules for the categories identified in Section 11.031 are 
derived from, based upon, and shall not exceed the costs of: 

Providing additional public capital facilities necessitated by the new development for which the fees are 
levied; or 

Compensating the Town of Milford for expenditures made for existing public facilities that were constructed 
in anticipation of new growth and development. 

11.014  DEFINITIONS 

The following definitions shall apply to ARTICLE XI – Impact Fees. 

Accessory Structure – Non-Residential.  A structure on the same lot with, and of a nature incidental and 
subordinate to, the principal structure. 

Applicant.  A person or agent applying for the issuance of a building permit, permit for manufactured home 
installation, subdivision, site plan or other local land use decision, permit or approval. 

Dwelling Unit.  One room or rooms connected together, constituting a separate, independent housekeeping 
establishment physically separated from any other dwelling units in the same structure, and containing 
independent cooking and sleeping facilities. 

New Development.  Any activity that results in: 

o The creation of a new dwelling unit or dwelling units; 
o The conversion of a non-residential use to a dwelling unit or dwelling units; 
o Construction of new non-residential facilities and/or accessory structures; 
o The conversion of a residential use to non-residential use. 
 

New Development does not include: 

The reconstruction of a residential or non-residential structure that has been destroyed by fire or natural 
disaster, provided there is no change in the number of dwelling units or size of the structure; 

The replacement of a manufactured home with another manufactured home provided there is no change in 
the number of dwelling units or size of the structure. 

Public Capital Facilities.  Facilities and equipment which are owned and operated by the Town of Milford, 
the Milford School System, or cooperatively with other municipalities and which have a useful life of no less 
than five years.  Public capital facilities do not include the costs associated with the operation, maintenance 
or repair of such facilities, or with facility replacements that do not increase the capacity or level of service, 
but do include reasonable costs for planning, engineering, design, land acquisition, and other reasonable 
costs associated with such facilities. 

Total Non-Residential Area.  The total area of a non-residential structure shall equal the sum of the gross 
horizontal area of each floor and mezzanine.  Any non-residential structure with an area of 120 square feet 
or less is excluded. 
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Total Residential Area.  The total residential area of a residential structure shall be equal to the sum of the 
gross horizontal area of each floor, including attached decks, porches, breezeways, sun rooms, balconies 
and attached garages.  Total residential area excludes basements, cellars and detached outbuildings. 

11.020  OFF-SITE IMPROVEMENT 

An improvement that is required by the Planning Board for either a site plan or subdivision that is 
necessary, in the judgment of the Planning Board, for the project to operate properly on the day that it 
opens shall be considered to be an Off-Site Improvement.  Off site improvements for site specific 
applications shall be assessed on a case by case basis and shall be in addition to other impact fees 
imposed pursuant to this ordinance.  In a case in which it is determined that such an improvement is 
necessary for the proper operation of the project, the Planning Board shall so notify the applicant.  The 
applicant shall be required to present to the Board a study that identifies the proportionate share of the cost 
of the required improvement.  The Planning Board may, at the expense of the applicant, refer such study to 
a consultant of its own choosing to determine the reliability of the findings that shall be considered by the 
board to arrive at an amount to be paid by the applicant for the off site improvement.  The applicant shall be 
assessed his/her proportionate share of the cost of the project.  In cases where it is determined that an 
improvement is necessary for the proper functioning of a site plan or subdivision, but the applicant, for 
whatever reason is determined to contribute more than his/her proportionate share to the improvement 
under this section, and, therefore, that the improvement will also accommodate other future development, 
the Planning Board, at the request and expense of the applicant, may establish a separate, project related 
impact fee that assesses other future site plans or subdivisions for their proportionate share of the 
improvement to reimburse the applicant for such disproportionate contribution.  Such future impact fees 
shall provide for the payment to the original applicant, with any interest. 

11.030  IMPOSITION OF IMPACT FEES FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT 

Any person or agent, who after the effective date of this ordinance, seeks to undertake new development 
within the Town of Milford, New Hampshire, by applying for a building permit and who is not vested under 
RSA 674:39, is hereby required to pay the appropriate impact fee in the manner set forth in this Ordinance, 
in accordance with any Impact Fee Schedule adopted by the Board of Selectmen. 

No new building permit for an activity requiring payment of one or more impact fee(s) pursuant to this 
Ordinance shall be issued unless and until the impact fee(s) hereby required have been assessed and 
agreed upon. 

11.031  COMPUTATION OF IMPACT FEES 

a.  Amount of Impact Fees and Type of Facilities:   

The amounts of the impact fees shall be determined using the values contained in the Impact Fee 
Schedules for the following types of facilities: 

* storm water, drainage and flood control facilities 
* public road systems and rights-of-way 
* municipal office facilities 
* public school facilities 
* the municipality's proportional share of capital facilities of a cooperative or regional governmental venture 
* public safety facilities 
* public health facilities 
* solid waste collection, transfer, recycling, processing and disposal facilities 
* public library facilities 
* public recreational facilities not including public open space. 
 
Sewer and water facilities are excluded from this list because the impacts on these facilities, as well as the 
fees relating to same, are addressed elsewhere in regulations arising out of RSA 38 and RSA 149-I. 

b.  Impact Fees Schedules shall be established and reviewed as set forth in Section 11.060 below. 

In the case of change of use, redevelopment expansion or modification of an existing use that constitutes 
New Development, the impact fees shall be based upon the net increase of the total residential area or total 
nonresidential area of the redevelopment, expansion or modification  
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c.  Assessment and Payment of Fees.  All impact fees imposed pursuant to this ordinance shall be 
assessed prior to, or as a condition for, the issuance of a building permit or other appropriate permission to 
proceed with development.  Impact fees shall be collected as a condition for the issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy. 

d.  Appeals.  If an applicant elects to dispute the amount of the impact fee(s), the applicant may prepare 
and submit to the Planning Board an independent fee calculation study for the new development activity 
that is proposed.  The Planning Board shall review such study and render a decision within 60 days of the 
receipt of the independent fee calculation. 

All cost(s) incurred by the Town for the review of such study shall be paid by the applicant.   

The decision of the Planning Board regarding any disputed fee calculations may be appealed to the 
Superior Court as provided by RSA 677.15. 

11.032  ADMINISTRATION AND CUSTODY OF FUNDS COLLECTED 

Any impact fee collected shall be properly identified and promptly deposited in the appropriate Impact Fee 
accounts and used solely for the purpose for which it was collected.  Impact fee accounts shall be special 
revenue fund accounts and under no circumstances will impact fee revenues accrue to the General Fund.  
Each fee collected under a specific Impact Fee Schedule shall not be commingled with any other impact fee 
accounts or any other funds. 

The Town Treasurer shall have custody of all accounts and shall pay out the same only upon written orders 
of the Board of Selectmen. 

At the end of each fiscal year, the Town Treasurer shall prepare a report, showing a full account of all 
impact fee transactions during the year and deliver same to the Board of Selectmen, the Planning Board, 
and shall make the report available to the Public. 

11.033  REFUND OF FEES PAID 

A refund shall be owed only when the Town has failed, within the period six (6) years from the payment of a 
fee, to expend or encumber a fee for public capital facilities intended to benefit the development that had 
paid the fees. 

The Board of Selectmen shall notify the owner of record by certified mail, return receipt requested, that a 
refund is due. 

The current owner of property on which impact fees have been paid may apply for a full or partial refund of 
such fees, together with any accrued interest. 

In the event that the owner elects to apply for a refund, such application shall be submitted in writing to the 
Board of Selectmen within 60 days from the date of receiving notice from the Board of Selectmen.  
Payment of a refund will be made within 60 days after receiving the written request for a refund from the 
current owner of record. 

11.034  CREDITS IN EXCHANGE FOR PUBLIC CAPITAL FACILITIES 

The Board of Selectmen may grant a credit to an impact fee in exchange for public capital improvements.  
Said public capital improvements may be offered by the applicant as total or partial payment of the required 
impact fee.  Such credit shall be determined to represent an identifiable dollar value computed in a manner 
acceptable to the Planning Board.  The Board of Selectmen shall act on a request for credit only after 
receipt of a recommendation on the request provided by the Planning Board. 

Any claim by the applicant for credit must be made prior to the Planning Board vote on subdivision or site 
plan approval. 

Credits shall not be transferable, and apply only to a specific subdivision or site plan approval. 

Credits shall not be transferable from one impact fee to any other impact fee. 

Any decision by the Board of Selectmen pursuant to the credit provision of this section may be appealed to 
the Superior Court in accordance with RSA 677:15. 

Under no circumstances shall this section imply that the Board of Selectmen has an obligation to accept 
any credit offer that is proposed. 
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11.040  ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENTS 

Payment of an impact fee does not restrict the Town or the Planning Board from requiring other payments 
from the applicant, including without limitation such payments relating to the cost of the extensions of water 
and sewer mains or the construction or improvement of roads or streets or other infrastructure and facilities 
specifically benefiting the development which are required by the subdivision or site plan review regulations 
or as otherwise permitted by law. 

11.050  PREMATURE AND SCATTERED DEVELOPMENT 

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed so as to limit the existing authority of the Milford Planning 
Board to provide against development which is scattered or premature, which requires an excessive 
expenditure of public funds, or otherwise violates the Town of Milford's Site Pan Review Regulations, 
Subdivision Regulations, or Zoning Ordinance. 

11.060  ESTABLISHMENT, CALCULATION, REVIEW AND TERMINATION OF IMPACT FEES 

11.061  ESTABLISHMENT OF IMPACT FEES 

In order to establish an impact fee, the Capital Improvements Plan Citizens Advisory Committee as 
established by the Planning Board shall identify and recommend to the Planning Board projects eligible for 
impact fee funding.  If such recommendations are accepted, the Planning Board will then prepare an Impact 
Fee Schedule in accordance with RSA 674:21 and this Ordinance. 

The Planning Board shall conduct a public hearing on the proposed Schedule, and shall consider all 
comments received prior to finalizing the Schedule.  The Planning Board, upon such finalization, shall then 
submit the Schedule to the Board of Selectmen for its consideration.  The Board of Selectmen at a regular 
meeting shall either accept or reject the proposed Schedule.  The Impact Fee Schedule shall become 
effective when a majority of the Board of Selectmen approves the schedule.  Should the Board of 
Selectmen fail to approve the schedule, it shall  

state its reason(s) for doing so in writing and shall forward these comments to the Planning Board within 60 
days of the receipt of the Impact Fee Schedule.  The Planning Board may reconsider the adoption of such a 
Schedule. 

11.062  IMPACT FEE SCHEDULE CALCULATION 

The Impact Fee Schedule shall be prepared in accordance with RSA 674:21 and based upon the most 
recent data available.  The Impact Fee Schedule shall be calculated using the following factors: 

The size of the capital facility; 

An estimate of the proportion of users from future Milford commercial, industrial or residential development 
subject to the impact fee that will use the facility when it has reached its capacity; 

Projections of future users based upon new building permit projections; 

Estimates of the cost to the Town of Milford for the proposed facility, including financing and excluding non-
municipal funding sources; 

Credits for property taxes to be paid by the proportion of the project to be financed by impact fees; 

A fee assessed for new development based upon the total residential area or total non-residential area; 

A determination of the number of building permits that will need to be issued in order to finance the impact 
fee; 

An accounting of the number of permits issued, with a maximum number of permits to be assessed an 
impact fee prior to the fee's termination; 

Exemptions, if any; 

Impact fee schedules will be available in the Department of Planning and Community Development and the 
Building Department. 

11.063  REVIEW OF IMPACT FEES 

The Planning Board shall review all established Impact Fee Schedules on an annual basis. 
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The Planning Board shall modify the Impact Fee Schedule if it finds that new data is available that may 
change the schedule.  This may include the replacement of factors used in the Impact Fee Schedule with 
more accurate or recent projections, data and figures.  The Planning Board shall submit the Impact Fee 
Schedule to the Board of Selectmen if modifications are recommended.  The Board of Selectmen shall vote 
to affirm or deny the modifications within sixty (60) days of the receipt of recommendations from the 
Planning Board.  If the Board of Selectmen fails to affirm the modifications, the impact fee schedule in effect 
shall remain in place. 

11.064  TERMINATION OF IMPACT FEES 

Impact fees shall terminate in accordance with the Impact Fee Schedule, which shall set forth the number 
of building permits to be issued prior to its expiration. 

The Board of Selectmen may terminate a specific impact fee schedule in effect by majority vote.  This may 
be done only after soliciting recommendations from the Planning Board, and after conducting a public 
hearing.  The Planning Board shall be given sixty (60) days notice prior to any such vote to provide written 
recommendations to the Board of Selectmen. 

11.070  SEVERABILITY 

If any section, phrase, sentence or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct 
and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof. 

11.080  EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall become effective on the date of its passage, subject to the limitations imposed by RSA 
676:12 

The voting on this amendment is as follows: 

YES:        1907           NO:    485                  PASSED 

ARTICLE 3 – Police Facility - $3,200,000        

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,200,000 (Three Million Two 
Hundred  Thousand Dollars) for the construction and equipping thereof of a Milford Police Facility on Town-
owned land on Perry Road (BROX site), (estimated to be $2,995,000), and to address water, wastewater 
and road issues for this purpose as required, (estimated to be $205,000), and to authorize the Selectmen to 
raise this appropriation by borrowing not more than $3,200,000 under the Municipal Finance Act, (RSA 33) 
and to issue bonds, bond anticipation notes, or notes therefore, and to determine the rate of interest 
thereon, to be repaid from general taxation, and to authorize the Selectmen to contract for and expend any 
Federal or State aid that may be available for this project and to authorize the Selectmen to take all other 
necessary action to carry out this project.  The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget 
Advisory Committee supports this Article.  This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.   

NB: It is estimated that the town will receive $640,000 in Impact Fees as revenue to offset the cost 
of this construction borrowing. 

NB: As this is a bond issue, this vote requires, under State law, sixty (60%) percent affirmative vote 
to pass.  This is a 20-year bond issue and this Article does not impact the tax rate until 2004 and will then 
have an estimated tax impact of 40 cents. 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #3 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 3 – Police Facility - $3,200,000        

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,200,000 for the construction and 
equipping thereof of a Milford Police Facility on Town-owned land on Perry Road (BROX site), and to 
address water, wastewater and road issues for this purpose as required, and to authorize the Selectmen to 
raise this appropriation by borrowing not more than $3,200,000 under the Municipal Finance Act, (RSA 33) 
and to issue bonds, bond anticipation notes, or notes therefore, and to determine the rate of interest 
thereon, to be repaid from general taxation, and to authorize the Selectmen to contract for and expend any 
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Federal or State aid that may be available for this project, and to authorize the Selectmen to take all other 
necessary action to carry out this project, as more particularly described in Article 3.  The Board of 
Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee support this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article 3: 

YES:   1016               NO:    1474 

Article #3 was voted in the negative. 

ARTICLE 4 - Keyes Pool Facility Rehab & Safety Issues - $250,000  

 The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $250,000 (Two Hundred Fifty Thousand 
Dollars) for safety, mechanical and structural repairs to Keyes Pool (Main Pool & “Kiddie” Pool) and to the 
facilities supporting pool activities (Pool & pool maintenance, including filter replacement and installation of 
a 2nd filter, addition of an additional drain & skimmer, installing new chlorine feeders and controllers for 
both pools and, electrical & building upgrades, painting and sandblasting of the pools) or take any other 
action relative thereto.  By request of the Recreation Commission. (The pool should not open in 2003 
without these repairs.)  The Board of Selectmen support this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee 
supports this Article.  This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article has an estimated tax impact of 33 
cents. 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #4 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 4 - Keyes Pool Facility Rehab & Safety Issues - $250,000  

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $250,000 for safety, mechanical and structural 
repairs to Keyes Pool (Main Pool & “Kiddie” Pool) and to the facilities supporting pool activities (Pool & pool 
maintenance, including filter replacement and installation of a 2nd filter, addition of an additional drain & 
skimmer, installing new chlorine feeders and controllers for both pools and, electrical & building upgrades, 
painting and sandblasting of the pools), as more particularly described in Article 4.  The pool should not 
open in 2003 without these repairs.  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee support 
this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article 4: 

YES:    1883           NO:    610      

Article #4 was voted in the affirmative. 

At this point in the Meeting, the Moderator recognized Selectman D’Amato for a presentation. 

Selectman D’Amato stated that each year the Town presents a Safety Award to one of its employees, and 
this year the Award would be presented to Shawn Leston of the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The Award 
was presented in appreciation for his superior safety practices by the Board of Selectmen on February 4 
2003. 

Selectman Jack Ruonala addressed the assembly for the purposes of a presentation to departing 
Selectman Richard D’Amato.  Selectman Ruonala stated that Richard D’Amato has been a citizen of Milford 
for his entire life;  he has been a member of the Board of Selectmen who made things better.  One of the 
things he did which was very important was setting up a system by which the Town could collect taxes 
which had been laying dormant for many years.  By this process he succeeded in getting back into the 
Town’s funds, over one million  dollars.  He is also the chairman of the Kaley Fund which does many 
wonderful things for the community.  Mr. Ruonala stated it had been a privilege to serve with Richard 
D’Amato and wished him good luck in the future.  Selectman D’Amato was presented with a clock.  
Selectman Nancy Amato addressed the Meeting for purposes of a presentation.  Selectman Jack Ruonala 
who has served over eleven years as selectman, will not be seeking another term.  He has served for over 
25 years as a volunteer in the community.  Selectman Ruonala stated he had enjoyed all the work he had 
done for the Town and had worked with a lot of wonderful people.  He stated it had been a privilege and 
that he would continue to help where needed.  Selectman Ruonala was presented with a clock. 
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Stephen Takacs put a motion on the floor to consider Article #22 next.  It was seconded from the floor and 
voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 22 - Operating Budget - $9,580,000 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

Shall the Town of Milford raise and appropriate, as an operating budget not including appropriations by 
Special Warrant Articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget 
posted with the Warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, 
totaling $9,580,000 (Nine Million, Five Hundred Eighty Thousand Dollars).  Should this Article be defeated, 
the operating budget shall be $9,380,000 (Nine Million, Three Hundred Eighty Thousand Dollars) which is 
the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous actions of the Town, or by law, or the 
governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13 X and XVI, to take up the 
issue of a revised operating budget only. 

The Board of Selectmen supports this 2003 Operating Budget Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee 
supports this Operating Budget Article.    

NB: The budget contains the following new positions: Assistant Planner & Fire Department Training Officer.  
This Article has an estimated tax impact of one dollar and nineteen cents. 

(The listing below is for your budget review process. It is depicted in the Town Warrant and Report for your 
information but will not be on the March Ballot.) 

DEPARTMENT 02APP 02EXPND 03REQ 02BudCom 
  
Board of Selectmen 74,218 60,240 69,413 69,413
Administration 182,092 177,187 148,849 148,849
Legal Services 117,979 174,358 200,000 200,000
Finance Administration 164,622 163,184 157,868 157,868
Human Resources 0 0 54,206 54,206
Information Systems 128,100 117,914 138,880 138,880
Elections and Registrations 15,425 14,445 12,357 12,357
Assessing 129,671 127,366 134,409 134,409
Town Clerk/Tax Collector 152,267 145,599 160,753 160,753
Police Dept 1,494,262 1,379,881 1,604,651 1,604,651
Fire Department 345,822 328,669 363,346 363,346
Emergency Management 1,750 1,899 15,000 15,000
Building Inspection 111,048 108,361 115,141 115,141
Other Public Safety 295,893 295,893 317,823 317,823
DPW Administration 70,091 67,086 72,316 72,316
Highways/Streets 702,524 650,526 798,428 798,428
Other Hwy/Streets 75,800 64,762 68,600 68,600
Planning 113,012 115,399 147,596 147,596
Zoning Board of Appeals 2,675 2,870 2,800 2,800
Other Planning & Development 12,212 12,214 15,074 15,074
Ambulance Service 376,057 388,486 445,875 445,875
Welfare Department 119,414 200,736 175,001 175,001
Other Human Services 00,000 0 9,295 9,295
Town Buildings 138,988 132,557 160,924 160,924
Cemeteries 84,006 102,082 94,517 94,517
Parks Maintenance 72,630 60,273 115,176 115,176
Parks Recreation 61,653 61,653 80,000 80,000
Library 511,362 511,362 535,239 535,239
Conservation Commission 4,000 4,000 10,844 10,844
Patriotic Purposes 0 0 0 0
Other Culture & Recreation 0 0 2,820 2,820
Transfer Station 723,353 793,953 809,712 809,712
Debt Service/Fees 894,173 893,577 1,074,710 1,074,710
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Fringe Benefits/Costs 1,182,028 1,127,987 1,371,468 1,371,468
Insurance 86,773 73,858 96,909 96,909
  
TOTAL 8,443,900 8,358,377 9,580,000 9,580,000
(UNAUDITED)  
 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #22 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 22 - Operating Budget - $9,580,000 

Shall the Town of Milford raise and appropriate, as an operating budget not including appropriations by 
Special Warrant Articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget 
posted with the Warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, 
totaling $9,580,000.  Should this Article be defeated, the operating budget shall be $9,380,000 which is the 
same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous actions of the Town, or by law, or the 
governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13 X and XVI, to take up the 
issue of a revised operating budget only, as more particularly described in Article 22.  The Board of 
Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee support this Article.     

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #22: 

YES:    1332          NO:     1076 

Article #22 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 5 – Kaley Park - $100,000  

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article. The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000 (One Hundred Thousand 
Dollars) for construction of a turning lane into Kaley Park and parking lot renovations for St. Joseph’s 
Medical Center in order to provide entrance to a Kaley Park access road, said turning lane to commence 
west of the St. Joseph Medical Center to service east bound, left turning traffic into the field, noting that the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment required this turning lane before two fields can be used, or take any other 
action relative thereto.  This is a non-lapsing Article IAW RSA   and shall not lapse until 31 December 2007 
or upon completion of this project, whichever occurs first. The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  
The Budget Advisory Committee does not support this Article.  This Article has an estimated tax impact of 
13 cents.  This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.   

The Moderator read Ballot Question #5 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 5 – Kaley Park - $100,000  

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000 for construction of a turning lane into 
Kaley Park and parking lot renovations for St. Joseph’s Medical Center in order to provide entrance to a 
Kaley Park access road, as more particularly described in Article 5.  The Board of Selectmen supports this 
Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee does not support this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article 5: 

YES:      805                   NO:     1665 

Article #5 was voted in the negative. 

Selectman Noreen O’Connell put a motion on the floor to restrict reconsideration of Article #5.  It was 
seconded  and voted in the affirmative as proven by a show of cards. 

ARTICLE 6 – West Street/Osgood Road Sidewalk Construction - $135,000 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $135,000 (One Hundred Thirty Five 
Thousand Dollars) said funding to consist of $98,024 of Federal Transportation Enhancement funds and the 
balance $36,976 to be raised by general taxation to accomplish the following project: 
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1. Excavate and install a new six foot wide asphalt sidewalk from the High School parking lot entrance 
to the intersection of Osgood Road for approximately 1520 LF including grading, paving, loaming 
and landscaping; 

2. Excavate and install a new paved parking area from the High School parking lot entrance just 
beyond the football field fence, approximately 694 LF, to include gravel, granite curb, drainage and 
paving; and 

3. Excavate and install a new 6 foot wide asphalt sidewalk from the Middle School parking lot 
entrance to the intersection of West Street approximately 810 LF, to include gravel, paving, loam 
and landscaping. 

(This project is designed for angle and/or parallel parking to be determined as construction/drainage work 
allows.) This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse until the sidewalk is 
completed or by 31 December 2005, whichever is sooner.  The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  
The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article.  This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article 
has an estimated tax impact of 5 cents. 

NB:  This Article is back on the warrant again as the Town did not receive the approval for the 
Federal funds/construction activities from NH DOT during 2002.  We also were not able to carry forward last 
year’s (2002) Town Meeting appropriation into 2003 due to the wording of that vote. 

BALLOT QUESTION 6 – West Street/Osgood Road Sidewalk Construction - $135,000 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #6 as follows: 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $135,000 said funding to consist of 
$98,024 of Federal Transportation Enhancement funds and the balance $36,976 to be raised by general 
taxation, as more particularly described in Article 6.  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory 
Committee supports this Article.    

(NOTE: During preparation of the Ballot after the Deliberative Session of this Town Meeting, the Town Clerk 
discovered the wording as originally written did not describe the project.  After consultation with Town 
Counsel and the State of New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration, the Town Clerk was 
authorized to present the following as Ballot Question #6 on the Ballot: 

“Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $135,000 for the West St./Osgood Road 
improvement project, said funding to consist of $98,024 of Federal Transportation Enhancement funds and 
the balance $36,976 to be raised by general taxation, as more particularly described in Article 6.  The Board 
of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee support this Article”.)  

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #6: 

YES:   1551                   NO:    908 

Article #6 was voted in the affirmative 

ARTICLE 7 - Land Purchase/Engineering Costs New Prospect Hill Water Tank - $95,000.  

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $95,000 (Ninety Five Thousand 
Dollars) for the purpose of purchasing land for the water department to construct a new water storage tank 
on.  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article. This is a Special 
Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article has an estimated tax impact of 12 cents. 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #7 as follows: 

 BALLOT QUESTION 7 - Land Purchase/Engineering Costs New Prospect Hill Water Tank - 
$95,000.  

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $95,000 for the purpose of purchasing land for the 
water department to construct a new water storage tank on, as more particularly described in Article 7.  The 
Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article. 



23 

The Moderator stated this Article was moved by the Selectmen and seconded by the Budget Committee but 
added that the Board of Selectmen had an amendment to the amount in the Article.   

Chairman D’Amato addressed the assembly and stated that in talking to the owner of the proposed 
property, it was found he was not willing to dispose of same.  Mr. D’Amato therefore advised that the 
amount of $95,000 would be amended to zero, and he put a motion on the floor to amend Article #7 to zero.  
It was seconded. 

Director of Public Works, William Ruoff, addressed the assembly and explained  that in the Ten Year  
Master Plan for the Water Department, the need for a new water storage tank was identified.  During the 
engineer studies, a site on Prospect Hill was identified as being suitable.  This however did not materialize 
as stated above.  Another site which the Town already owns would prove suitable.  This site is located on 
Osgood Road .  {Though not stated at this Town Meeting, this site is identified as Map 41 Lot 32 on the Tax 
Maps of 2002}. 

Mr. Ruoff added that the elevation of the Osgood Road site is about the same as that on Prospect Hill 
necessary to get the required pressure into the system.  He had today talked to the engineers and was 
advised that they were satisfied with the new proposed location.   

In answer to a question from the floor, Mr. Ruoff explained that the engineering costs for this proposed 
project, whether on Prospect Hill or on Osgood Road, are included in the Operating Budget of the Water 
Department.   

There being no further discussion, the Moderator called for a vote on the amendment for this Article to a 
zero amount.  The amendment was voted in the affirmative by a show of cards. 

There being no further discussion, questions or comments, the Moderator instructed the Town Clerk to 
place Ballot Question #7 on the Ballot as amended with a zero dollar total. 

Ballot Question #7 will therefore read:  

“Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $0.00, for the purpose of purchasing land for the 
Water Department to construct a new water storage tank on, as more particularly described in Article #7. 
The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article.”  

Note:  In the Town Clerk’s preparation of the final Ballot, it was found that the wording of the Ballot Question 
#7 as above, did not indicate where the proposed water storage tank was to be located.  After consultation 
with Town Counsel and the State of New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration, the Town 
Clerk was authorized to  correct the Ballot Question #7 to read: 

“Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $0.00 for the purpose of purchasing land for the 
water department to construct a new water storage tank on Prospect Hill, as more particularly described in 
Article 7.  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee support this Article”.  

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #7: 

YES:   1596           NO:     717 

 Article #7 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 8 – Land Use Change Tax Fund 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town shall adopt the provisions of NH RSA 79-A:25 II, to account for revenue from the land 
use change tax (“current use” tax) in a fund separate from the general fund.  Any surplus remaining in the 
land use change fund shall not be part of the general fund until such time as the legislative body shall have 
the opportunity, at an annual meeting, to vote to appropriate a specific amount from the land use change 
tax fund for any purpose not prohibited by the laws or by the constitution of this state.  After an annual 
meeting any unappropriated balance of the land use change tax revenue received during the prior fiscal 
year shall be recognized as general fund revenue for the current fiscal year, or take any other action 
relative thereto.  The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee does not 
support this Article.  This Article has only an indirect impact on the tax rate annually, ranging from zero to 
approximately 13 cents.   
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The Moderator read Ballot Question #8 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 8 – Land Use Change Tax Fund 

Shall the Town vote to adopt the provisions of NH RSA 79-A:25 II, to account for revenue from the land use 
change tax (“current use” tax) in a fund separate from the general fund.  Any surplus remaining in the land 
use change fund shall not be part of the general fund until such time as the legislative body shall have the 
opportunity, at an annual meeting, to vote to appropriate a specific amount from the land use change tax 
fund for any purpose not prohibited by the laws or by the constitution of this state, as more particularly 
described in Article 8.  After an annual meeting any unappropriated balance of the land use change tax 
revenue received during the prior fiscal year shall be recognized as general fund revenue for the current 
fiscal year.  The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee does not 
support this Article.   

The results of the official voting at the Elective Session on Article #8: 

YES:      1048         NO:      1362 

Article #8 was voted in the negative. 

ARTICLE 9 – Conservation Commission – Land Use Change Tax Fund 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to deposit fifty percent (50%), to a maximum of $100,000 (One Hundred 
Thousand Dollars) yearly, of revenues collected pursuant to NH RSA 79-A (Land Use Change Tax (“current 
use” tax)) into the Conservation Land Fund in accordance with NH RSA 36-A:5 III, as authorized by NH 
RSA 79-A:25 II, or take any other action relative thereto.  The Board of Selectmen support this Article.  The 
Budget Advisory Committee does not support this Article. 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #9 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 9 – Conservation Commission – Land Use Change Tax Fund 

Shall the Town vote to deposit fifty percent (50%), to a maximum of $100,000 yearly, of revenues collected 
pursuant to NH RSA 79-A (Land Use Change Tax (“current use” tax)) into the Conservation Land Fund in 
accordance with NH RSA 36-A:5 III, as authorized by NH RSA 79-A:25 II, as more particularly described in 
Article 9.  The Board of Selectmen support this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee does not support 
this Article. 

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #9: 

YES:     1183             NO:     1245 

Article #9 was voted in the negative. 

   ARTICLE 10 - Conservation Commission Land Fund - $50,000 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $50,000 (Fifty Thousand Dollars) to 
be added to the established “Conservation Land Fund” created IAW RSA 36-A, said fund together with any 
future additions thereto, the sum to be allowed to accumulate from year to year and be available for the 
acquisition of property and other conservation purposes pursuant to RSA 36-A, or take any other action 
relative thereto.  By request of the Conservation Commission. (FYI-Money in the Land Fund can only be 
expended by the Conservation Commission after a public hearing & approval of the Board of Selectmen.  
The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.)  The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article. This 
Article has an estimated tax impact of 7 cents.   The Land Fund has an estimated balance of $300. 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #10 as follows: 
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BALLOT QUESTION 10 - Conservation Commission Land Fund - $50,000 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $50,000 to be added to the established 
“Conservation Land Fund”, as more particularly described in Article 10.  The Board of Selectmen and the 
Budget Advisory Committee support this Article.    

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #10: 

YES:     1590         NO:      836 

Article #10 was voted in affirmative. 

ARTICLE 11 – Organization of the Fire Department 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to change the organization of the Fire Department in accordance with NH RSA 
154:1, by eliminating the Board of Fire Wards and to establish the Fire Department organizational option 
identified in RSA 154:1, (I) (a), which provides that the “fire chief [is] appointed by the local governing body, 
or by the town or city manager, if any, with firefighters appointed by the fire chief”, and, further, to adopt the 
provisions of RSA 154:5 (I) and (II), which provisions include, among other things, that the fire chief “… 
shall be appointed for an indefinite period of time… and the tenure of office shall depend upon good 
conduct and efficiency. …”, further that the fire chief shall have the authority to manage the fire department 
as set forth in RSA 154:5 (II), subject to “… such written formal policies as may be adopted by the 
appointing authority,…”, and said chief “…shall be subject to suspension without pay or dismissal only for 
cause, and after he or she has been presented with a written  

specification of the reasons. … Upon such suspension or dismissal, the … fire chief shall be entitled to a 
hearing, on the merits and reasonableness of the action , in superior court in the county in which the 
municipality is located,…” all as provided in and subject to the provisions of said statute, or take any other 
action relative thereto.  By request of the Board of Fire Wards.  The Board of Selectmen supports this 
Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article. This Article has no tax impact. 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #11 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 11 – Organization of the Fire Department 

Shall the Town vote to change the organization of the Fire Department in accordance with NH RSA 154:1, 
by eliminating the Board of Fire Wards and to establish the Fire Department organizational option identified 
in RSA 154:1, (I) (a), which provides that the “fire chief [is] appointed by the local governing body, or by the 
town or city manager, if any, with firefighters appointed by the fire chief”, and, further, to adopt the 
provisions of RSA 154:5 (I) and (II), which provisions include, among other things, that the fire chief “… 
shall be appointed for an indefinite period of time… and the tenure of office shall depend upon good 
conduct and efficiency. …”, further that the fire chief shall have the authority to manage the fire department 
as set forth in RSA 154:5 (II), subject to “… such written formal policies as may be adopted by the 
appointing authority,…”, and said chief “…shall be subject to suspension without pay or dismissal only for 
cause, and after he or she has been presented with a written specification of the reasons. … Upon such 
suspension or dismissal, the … fire chief shall be entitled to a hearing, on the merits and reasonableness of 
the action , in superior court in the county in which the municipality is located,…” all as provided in and 
subject to the provisions of said statute, as more particularly described in Article  11.  The Board of 
Selectmen, the Budget Advisory Committee and the Board of Fire Wards support this Article.  

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #11: 

YES:      1343            NO:     1106 

Article #11 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 12 – Street Light Replacement Program - $130,000 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is 
as follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $130,000 (One Hundred Thirty Thousand 
Dollars) for the purpose of purchasing, under a PSNH program, high efficiency street lights to replace 
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existing street lights with an annual estimated cost savings of $20,000 (Twenty Thousand Dollars), or take 
any other action relative  thereto.  The pay-back period on this investment is approximately 6 ½ years.  The 
Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article.  This 
Article is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article has an estimated tax impact of 17 cents. 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #12 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 12 – Street Light Replacement Program - $130,000 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $130,000 for the purpose of purchasing, 
under a PSNH program, high efficiency street lights to replace existing street lights with an annual 
estimated cost savings of $20,000, as more particularly described in Article 12.  The Board of Selectmen 
and the Budget Advisory Committee support this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #12: 

YES:      1640              NO:      838 

Article #12 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 13 – Pennichuck Water Works Acquisition 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see whether the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a joint agreement, 
pursuant to RSA 53-A, or other applicable enabling authority, with such other municipalities as have joined 
in a Memorandum of Understanding, (including any additional municipalities that may be added pursuant to 
the terms of said Memorandum of Understanding), on such terms and conditions as the Selectmen deem 
fit, the purpose of which agreement shall be to join with said municipalities in an effort to collectively acquire 
the assets or the stock of the Pennichuck Corporation, or its successors, to the extent permitted by law.  
There will be no impact on the municipal budget or property tax rate as a result of this warrant article.  This 
warrant article requires a simple majority vote for passage.  The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  
The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article. 

 The Moderator read ballot Question #13 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 13 – Pennichuck Water Works Acquisition 

Shall the Town vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a joint agreement, pursuant 
to RSA 53-A, or other applicable enabling authority, with such other municipalities as have joined in a 
Memorandum of Understanding, on such terms and conditions as the Selectmen deem fit, the purpose of 
which agreement shall be to join with said municipalities in an effort to collectively acquire the assets or the 
stock of the Pennichuck Corporation, or its successors, to the extent permitted by law, as more particularly 
described in Article 13 .  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article. 

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #13: 

YES:     1688            NO:     714 

Article #13 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 14 – Police Cruisers – $54,382 

The Moderator presented a summery of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of  $54,382 (Fifty-Four Thousand, 
Three Hundred Eighty Two Dollars) for the purchasing and equipping of two police cruisers for the Milford 
Police Department, or take any other action relative thereto.  The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  
The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article.  This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article 
has an estimated tax impact of 7 cents. 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #14 as follows: 



27 

BALLOT QUESTION 14 – Police Cruisers – $54,382 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $54,382 for the purchasing and equipping of two 
police cruisers for the Milford Police Department, as more particularly described in Article 14.  The Board of 
Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee support this Article.   

The results of the official voting at the Elective Session on Article #14: 

YES:     1311                 NO:     1180 

Article #14 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 15 – New Ambulance - $82,000  

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $82,000 (Eighty-Two Thousand 
Dollars), to purchase a 2003 Type II Moduvan Ambulance, said Type II Moduvan Ambulance to meet 
KKK1822D Federal requirements and New Hampshire OEMS standards, and to authorize the trade-in or 
sale of the 1995 ambulance, and further, to authorize the withdrawal of $12,000 from the Capital Reserve 
Fund created for this purpose.  The balance of $70,000 is to come from general taxation, or take any other 
action relative thereto.  The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee 
supports this Article.  This is a Special Warrant Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article has an estimated tax 
impact of 9 cents.   

The Moderator read Ballot Question #15 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 15 – New Ambulance - $82,000  

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $82,000, to purchase a 2003 Type II Moduvan 
Ambulance, and to authorize the trade-in or sale of the 1995 ambulance, and further, to authorize the 
withdrawal of $12,000 from the Capital Reserve Fund created for this purpose, the balance of $70,000 is to 
come from general taxation, as more particularly described in Article15.   The Board of Selectmen and the 
Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #15: 

YES:     1616            NO:      883 

Article #15 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 16 – Paramedic Emergency Response Vehicle - $25,000 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is 
as follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 (Twenty-Five Thousand 
Dollars) to purchase and equip a previously-owned 4-Wheel Drive paramedics’ vehicle for use by the 
Ambulance Department, said vehicle to be equipped for response to incidents and for command/casualty 
functions at major accident scenes/mass casualty scenes etc., or take any other action relative thereto.  
The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article.  This 
is a Special Warrant Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article has an estimated tax impact of 3 cents.    

The Moderator read Ballot Question #16 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 16 – Paramedic Emergency Response Vehicle - $25,000 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 to purchase and equip a previously-owned 
4-Wheel Drive paramedics’ vehicle for use by the Ambulance Department, said vehicle to be equipped for 
response to incidents and for command/casualty functions at major accident scenes/mass casualty scenes 
etc., as more particularly described in Article 16.  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory 
Committee supports this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #16: 

YES:     1490             NO:    953 
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Article #16 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 17 – Recycling Center Tri-Axle Vehicle w/Roll Offs - $31,355 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a five (5) year lease purchase 
agreement for the purpose of lease purchasing a heavy duty Tri-axle cab and chassis with five (5) roll-off 
containers for use at the Transfer Station and to raise and appropriate the sum of $31,355 (Thirty-One 
Thousand, Three Hundred Fifty-Five Dollars) for the first year’s payment for this purpose, or take any other 
action relative thereto.  The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee 
supports this Article.  This is a Special Warrant Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article has an estimated tax 
impact of 4 cents.  The purchase price of this vehicle is $140,000.  .  The lease purchase agreement will 
have a funding contingency clause for the Town’s protection.  If this Article passes, subsequent year’s 
payments will be included in the Operating Budget. 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #17 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 17 – Recycling Center Tri-Axle Vehicle w/Roll Offs - $31,355 

Shall the Town vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a five (5) year lease purchase 
agreement for the purpose of lease purchasing a heavy duty Tri-axle cab and chassis with five (5) roll-off 
containers for use at the Transfer Station and to raise and appropriate the sum of $31,355 for the first 
year’s payment for this purpose, as more particularly described in Article 17.  The Board of Selectmen and 
the Budget Advisory Committee support this Article.    

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #17: 

YES:     1368          NO:      1050 

Article #17 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 18 – Library Building Capital Reserve - $25,000 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is 
as follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the 
purpose of building an addition onto the existing Wadleigh Memorial Library and equipping thereof, and to 
raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 (Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars) to be placed into this fund, and 
to designate the Library Trustees as agents to expend said funds, or take any other action relative thereto.  
By request of the Library Trustees. (Current plans are for the expansion to commence on or about 2006.) 
The Board of Selectmen supports  this Article. The Budget Advisory Committee does not support this 
Article.  This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article has an estimated tax impact of 3 cents.  (This 
expansion is scheduled in the Capital Improvements Plan for 2007). 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #18 as follows:  

BALLOT QUESTION 18 – Library Building Capital Reserve - $25,000 

Shall the Town vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purpose 
of building an addition onto the existing Wadleigh Memorial Library and equipping thereof, and to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $25,000 to be placed into this fund, and to designate the Library Trustees as agents 
to expend said funds, as more particularly described in Article 18. The Board of Selectmen supports this 
Article. The Budget Advisory Committee does not support this Article 

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #18: 

YES:     906             NO:     1519 

Article #18 was voted in the negative. 

ARTICLE 19 - Highway Capital Reserve – South Street Project - $25,000  

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 
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To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 (Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars) to 
be paid into the established Highway Capital Reserve Fund for the construction and/or reconstruction of 
Class IV and Class V Highways, or take any other action relative thereto. (This appropriation is targeted for 
the South Street Widening Project.) The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory 
Committee does not support this Article.  This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article has an 
estimated tax impact of 3 cents.   

BALLOT QUESTION 19 - Highway Capital Reserve – South Street Project - $25,000  

The Moderator read Ballot Question #19 as follows: 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 to be paid into the established Highway 
Capital Reserve Fund for the construction and/or reconstruction of Class IV and Class V Highways, as 
more particularly described in Article 19.   The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget 
Advisory Committee does not support this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #19: 

YES:    722             NO:      1673 

Article #19 was voted in the negative. 

ARTICLE 20 - Wastewater Treatment Operating Budget - $1,483,261 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,483,261 (One Million, Four 
Hundred Eighty-Three Thousand, Two Hundred Sixty-One Dollars) to operate and maintain the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility and the Sanitary Sewer Collection System, said appropriation to be offset by income 
received from sewer users charges of an equal amount, or take any other action relative thereto.  The 
Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article.  This is a 
Special Warrant Article IAW RSA 32 and is paid for by the sewer user fees.  

BALLOT QUESTION 20 - Wastewater Treatment Operating Budget - $1,483,261 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #20 as follows: 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,483,261 to operate and maintain the 
Wastewater Treatment Facility and the Sanitary Sewer Collection System, said appropriation to be offset by 
income received from sewer users charges of an equal amount, as more particularly described in Article 20.  
The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee support this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #20: 

YES:    1836                    NO:    569 

Article #20 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 21 - Water Department Operating Budget - $961,439 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $961,439 (Nine Hundred Sixty-One 
Thousand, Four Hundred Thirty-Nine Dollars) to operate and maintain the Water Department, said 
appropriation to be offset by income received from the water users charges of an equal amount, or take any 
other action relative thereto.  The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory 
Committee supports this Article.  This is a Special Warrant Article IAW RSA 32 and is paid by the water 
user fees. 

BALLOT QUESTION 21 - Water Department Operating Budget - $961,439 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #21 as follows: 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $961,439 to operate and maintain the 
Water Department, said appropriation to be offset by income received from the water users charges of an 
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equal amount, as more particularly described in Article 21.  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget 
Advisory Committee support this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #21: 

YES:      1821          NO:      548 

Article #21 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 23 – Milford Bus Service - $15,000  

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is 
as follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 (Fifteen Thousand Dollars) for 
another year of funding for this bus service for citizens and senior citizens in need of transportation to and 
from Milford to Nashua for trips such as employment, medical, shopping, etc. The Board of Selectmen 
supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article.  This is a Special Article IAW 
RSA 32.  This Article has an estimated tax impact of 2 cents.   

The Moderator read Ballot Question #23 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 23 – Milford Bus Service - $15,000  

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 for another year of funding for this bus 
service for citizens and senior citizens in need of transportation to and from Milford to Nashua for trips such 
as employment, medical, shopping, etc, as more particularly described in Article 23. The Board of 
Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee support this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #23: 

YES:     1891              NO:     549 

Article #23 was voted in the affirmative. 

Selectman Noreen O’Connell put a motion on the floor to restrict reconsideration of Article #23.  It was 
seconded and voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 24 – Social Services - $21,680 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $21,680 (Twenty-One Thousand, 
Six Hundred Eighty Dollars) for the purpose of providing social service funding for Milford residents by the 
following agencies, or take any other action relative thereto.  The Board of Selectmen supports the Article.  
The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article.  This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article 
has an estimated tax impact of 2.5 cents. 

• Milford Regional Counseling 
• St. Joseph Community Services Meals 
• Nashua Shelter 
• Community Council Mental Health 
• Keystone Hall 
• Souhegan Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross 
• Souhegan Valley Boys & Girls Club 
• Souhegan Valley Resources 
• Rape & Assault Services 
• Souhegan Home & Hospice Care 

 

BALLOT QUESTION 24 – Social Services - $21,680 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #24 as follows: 
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Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $21,680 for the purpose of providing 
funding for social services for Milford residents by the following agencies: Milford Regional Counseling, St. 
Joseph Community Services Meals, Nashua Shelter, Community Council Mental Health, Keystone Hall, 
Souhegan Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross, Souhegan Valley Boys & Girls Club, Souhegan 
Valley Resources, Rape & Assault Services, and Souhegan Home & Hospice Care, as more particularly 
described in Article 24.  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #24: 

YES:      1906                  NO:    537 

Article #24 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 25 - Pumpkin Festival, Christmas Decorations and Plantings - $20,000  

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is 
as follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 (Twenty Thousand Dollars) 
for Pumpkin Festival support ($15,500) by Public Works, Police, Fire, and Ambulance Departments; 
purchase and planting of flowers for the Oval and Stone Bridge areas ($1,500); purchase of garland, etc. for 
Christmas decorations ($3,000); or take any other action relative thereto.  The Board of Selectmen supports 
this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article. This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32. 
This Article has an estimated tax impact of 3 cents.   

BALLOT QUESTION 25 - Pumpkin Festival, Christmas Decorations and Plantings - $20,000  

The Moderator read Ballot Question #25 as follows: 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 for Pumpkin Festival support by Public 
Works, Police, Fire, and Ambulance Departments; purchase and planting of flowers for the Oval and Stone 
Bridge areas; purchase of garland, etc. for Christmas decoration, as more particularly described in Article 
25.  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee support this Article.  

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #25: 

YES:    1464                   NO:      986 

Article #25 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 26 – Band Concerts - $10,500  ($6500 bands, $2500 sound system, $1500 crossing detail) 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,500 (Ten Thousand, Five 
Hundred Dollars) for the purpose of restoring funds for the traditional summer evening Band Concerts, or 
take any other action relative thereto.   The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory 
Committee supports this Article.  This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article has an estimated tax 
impact of 1 cents. 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #26 as follows: 

BALLOT QUESTION 26 – Band Concerts - $10,500   

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,500 for the purpose of restoring funds for the 
traditional summer evening Band Concerts, as more particularly described in Article 26.   The Board of 
Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee support this Article.   

Mr. Takacs addressed the assembly and stated that there are ten band concerts, one of which is an 
unpaid band, and the rest do not charge sufficient to arrive at the amount in this article.  It was his opinion 
that most of the other bands charge only $500.00.  He therefore put an amendment on the floor to reduce 
the amount of this Article to $9,800.00.  It was seconded.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #26: 

YES:      1538            NO:     914 
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Article #26 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 27 – Fire Works - $10,500 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is 
as follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,500 (Ten Thousand, Five 
Hundred Dollars) for the purpose of providing a 4th of July type fireworks display at a time and location to 
be determined by the Board of Selectmen.     The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget 
Advisory Committee supports this Article.  This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article has an 
estimated tax impact of 1 cent. 

BALLOT QUESTION 27 – Fire Works - $10,500 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #27 as follows: 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,500 for the purpose of providing a 4th of July 
type fireworks display at a time and location to be determined by the Board of Selectmen, as more 
particularly described in Article 27.     The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee support 
this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #27: 

YES:    1370                      NO:     1126 

Article #27 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 28 – Memorial, Veterans & Labor Day Parade Town Support - $6,600  

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,600 (Six Thousand, Six Hundred 
Dollars) for town support to the Memorial, Veterans and Labor Day Parades by Public Works, Police 
Department and other Town departments with only the aforementioned departmental support costs 
associated with the provision of these services to be charged against this appropriation, or take any other 
action relative thereto.  The Board of Selectmen supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee 
supports this Article.  This is a Special Article IAW RSA 32.  This Article has an estimated tax impact of less 
than 1 cent. 

BALLOT QUESTION 28 – Memorial, Veterans & Labor Day Parade Town Support - $6,600  

The Moderator read Ballot Question #28 as follows: 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,600 for town support to the Memorial, Veterans 
and Labor Day Parades by Public Works, Police Department and other Town departments with only the 
aforementioned departmental support costs associated with the provision of these services to be charged 
against this appropriation, as more particularly described in Article 28.  The Board of Selectmen and the 
Budget Advisory Committee support this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #28: 

YES:     1906       NO:     586 

Article #28 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 29 – Rescinding of Bonding Authority 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is 
as follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to rescind the $2,500,000 (Two Million, Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars) bonding authority authorized for the construction and equipping thereof of a Milford District Court, 
said authority established by a vote of the Town Meeting on 10 March 1998.  The Board of Selectmen 
supports this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee supports this Article.  This Article has no tax impact. 

BALLOT QUESTION 29 – Rescinding of Bonding Authority 
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The Moderator read Ballot Question #29 as follows: 

Shall the Town vote to rescind the $2,500,000 bonding authority authorized for the construction and 
equipping thereof of a Milford District Court, said authority established by a vote of the Town Meeting on 10 
March 1998, as more particularly described in Article 29.  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory 
Committee support this Article.   

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #29: 

YES:     1783             NO:     629 

Article #29 was voted in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 30 – Petition Article, Modification of Existing Elderly Exemptions 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

Shall we modify the elderly exemptions from property tax in the Town of Milford, based on 
assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows:  for a person 65 years of age up to 75 years, 
$68,000; for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years, $83,000; for a person 80 years of age or older 
$120,000.  To qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least 5 years, own the 
real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by such person’s spouse, they must have 
been married for at least 5 years. In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not more than 
$35,000 or, if married a combined net income of less than $45,000 and own net assets not in excess of 
$100,000 excluding the value of the person’s residence.  Article by petition. The Board of Selectmen does 
not support this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee does not support this Article. (Petition received 
and verified 18 December 2002) 

BALLOT QUESTION 30 – Petition Article, Modification of Existing Elderly Exemptions 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #30 as follows: 

Shall the Town vote to modify the elderly exemptions from property tax in the Town of Milford, 
based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows:  for a person 65 years of age up to 75 
years, $68,000; for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years, $83,000; for a person 80 years of age or older 
$120,000.  To qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least 5 years, own the 
real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by such person’s spouse, they must have 
been married for at least 5 years. In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not more than 
$35,000 or, if married a combined net income of less than $45,000 and own net assets not in excess of 
$100,000 excluding the value of the person’s residence. The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory 
Committee do not support this Article.  

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #30: 

YES:    1093             NO:     1359 

Article #30 was voted in the negative. 

ARTICLE 31 – Petition Article - Labor Day Parade 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $4,500.00 (Four Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars) to help offset the cost of the Parade and Fireworks for the Labor Day Parade.  Article by petition. 
The Board of Selectmen does not support this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee does not support 
this Article. (Petition received and verified 14 January 2003) 

BALLOT QUESTION 31 – Petition Article - Labor Day Parade 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #31 as follows: 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,500 to help offset the cost of the Parade and 
Fireworks for the Labor Day Parade.  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee do not 
support this Article.  
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As this motion was not supported by either the Board of Selectmen nor the Budget Committee, the 
Moderator called for any petitioners who may be present in the assembly.  There were no petitioners 
present. 

The Moderator stated that although the motion was not placed on the floor, the Question was still open to 
discussion. 

Richard D’Amato, chairman of the Board of Selectmen, addressed the assembly and stated Article 28 
above, contains the amount of $3,000.00 for the Labor Day Parade.  He explained that in previous years, 
the Town had given the VFW funds towards the Parade, and then billed that organization for the police and 
Department of Public Works services provided.  He stated that this year, Article #28 contains funding for 
police and other services for the Labor Day Parade.  He explained that with the $3,000 in Article #28 having 
the support of the Board of Selectmen, that Board decided not to support this Article for $4,500.00 as well.   

The Moderator asked the Board of Selectmen if both articles pass would it be the intention of the Selectmen 
to spend both amounts.  The Moderator received a negative response from that Board.   

An amendment to this Question was put on the floor to change the amount to $0.00.  It was seconded. 

There being no further discussion on the amendment, the Moderator called for a vote.  The amendment to 
change the dollar amount to zero, passed as proven by a show of cards. 

The Moderator instructed the Town Clerk to place the question on the Ballot as amended. 

Ballot Question 31 as amended will therefore read: 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $0.00 to help offset the cost of the Parade and 
Fireworks for the Labor Day Parade.  (Article by petition).  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget 
Advisory Committee does not support this Article. 

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #31: 

YES:     750              NO:    1524 

Article #31 was voted in the negative. 

ARTICLE 32 – Petition Article – Police Union Raises 

The Moderator presented a summary of this Article.  The Article as printed in the posted Warrant is as 
follows: 

We the undersigned, tax paying Milford NH voters, petition the Board of Selectmen for the Town of 
Milford NH to place onto a Warrant Article, for the Town Budget of the Year 2003, the appropriation of funds 
to cover the Milford Police Union Contract which is currently in arbitration.  The amount to be appropriated 
is equal to the last Union offer of a 2% salary increase for the year 2002 and a 2% salary increase for the 
year 2003 for of all the unionized employees of the Milford Police Department, AFSCME Local 3657.  This 
Article to be amended on or before the deliberative session, to show the actual dollar figures and cost to the 
taxpayer.  These figures to be provided by the Town of Milford’s Finance office.  Article by petition. The 
Board of Selectmen does not support this Article.  The Budget Advisory Committee does not support this 
Article. (Petition received and verified 14 January 2003) 

BALLOT QUESTION 32 – Petition Article – Police Union Raises 

The Moderator read Ballot Question #32 as follows: 

Shall the Town vote to petition the Board of Selectmen for the Town of Milford NH to place onto a Warrant 
Article, for the Town Budget of the Year 2003, the appropriation of funds to cover the Milford Police Union 
Contract which is currently in arbitration.  The amount to be appropriated is equal to the last Union offer of a 
2% salary increase for the year 2002 and a 2% salary increase for the year 2003 for all of the unionized 
employees of the Milford Police Department, AFSCME Local 3657.  This Article to be amended on or 
before the deliberative session, to show the actual dollar figures and cost to the taxpayer.  These figures to 
be provided by the Town of Milford’s Finance office.  The Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory 
Committee do not support this Article.  

The results of the official ballot voting at the Elective Session on Article #32: 

YES:     598             NO:     1831 
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Article #32 was voted in the negative. 

   ARTICLE 33 - End of Meeting 

To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting. 

There being no further business to legally come  before this Meeting, the Moderator declared the Meeting 
closed at 11.10 p.m.  

NB:   The approximate total tax impact of these Warrant Articles, when you take into account the 
aggregate of appropriations, revenue and taxable land and building value increases, equals one 
dollar and ninety-nine cents. 

Margaret Langell 

Town Clerk. 


